
Freshman Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Language Arts  

4910 Digital Media 
Technology 
(Fall only) 
- Write down 
for S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2. Grade 9-12 This course will build skills needed to 
communicate messages to the public as it relates to topics of concern involving 
government and public administration. Topics will include accessing the reliability of 
sources, creating advertising and publicity materials, public relations campaigns and 
working with media.  

4911 Media & Public 
Relations 
(Spring only) 
- Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2. Grade 9-12 This course will build skills needed to 
communicate messages to the public as it relates to topics of concern involving 
government and public administration. Topics will include accessing the reliability of 
sources, creating advertising and publicity materials, public relations campaigns and 
working with media.  

4912  21st Century 
Journalism A   
– Write down 
for S1 

Prerequisite: Adviser approval. Students must have a C or better in the previous year’s 
English class. Credit: . Grade: 9-12 Fees: No 21st Century Journalism prepares students to 
staff the Booster. Students will learn about the history and future of journalism, law and 
ethics as it applies to student media, how to interview and report news for a variety of 
mediums, the role of social media, design techniques, as well as teamwork and project 
management skills.  

4913  21st Century 
Journalism B   
– Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: Adviser approval. Students must have a C or better in the previous year’s 
English class or Journalism IA. Credit: . Grade: 9-12 Fees: 21st Century Journalism prepares 
students to staff the Booster. Students will learn about the history and future of 
journalism, law and ethics as it applies to student media, how to interview and report 
news for a variety of mediums, the role of social media, design techniques, as well as 
teamwork and project management skills.  

4930  Debate I  – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: "B" average in English courses and consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: 
Yes This course concentrates upon the development of polished persuasive speaking and 
logical reasoning ability through practical reasoning. Competitive debating will be 
emphasized including the skills of criteria judging, evaluating, debating, using strategic 
logic, and developing beliefs. Students who enroll should have above average speaking, 
reasoning, and research ability and must be willing to spend many hours after school. The 
class will be required to travel to compete in debates after school and on weekends. 
Novice (first year) debaters are required to participate in two after school and two 
Saturday tournaments. Experienced debaters must attend four tournaments.  

4940  Forensics I  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: B or better in English Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes An introductory 
course in "creative" speaking, Forensics I will prepare the student for competition in the 
following areas of performance: prose or poetry reading, solo acting, duet acting, 
extemporaneous speaking, and persuasive and informative speaking. Students will be 
required to perform in class, critique in-class performances and complete a performance 
portfolio, in addition to competing in a minimum of five tournaments. All tournaments 
occur during 2nd semester; during 1st semester, students will find and prepare 
performance materials. SPRING SEMESTER ONLY.  

4970  Speech  Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: No Course requirements include 
successful presentation of four speeches, a minimum of 75% on two exams, critiques of 
outside speakers/televised speeches, and textbook assignments.  

 
Business Classes 

6021  Business 
Essentials  

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: No  
This is a core course designed to give students an overview of the business, marketing and 
finance career cluster occupations. Students will develop an understanding of how 
academic skills in mathematics, economics, and written and oral communications are 
integral components of success in these occupations. Students will examine current events 
to determine their impact on business and industry and legal and ethical behavior, acquire 



knowledge of safe and secure environmental controls to enhance productivity, determine 
how resources should be managed to achieve company goals, and identify employability 
and personal skills needed to obtain a career and be successful in the workplace. As 
students learn about different types of business ownership, they will interpret industry 
laws and regulations to ensure compliance, identify principles of business management, 
and analyze business practices to determine ethics and social responsibilities.  

6128  Keyboarding  Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9 Fee: Yes This is a beginning computer course for 
the student who has not successfully completed a previous keyboarding and computer 
class. After learning the keyboarding-by-touch system, the student will develop word 
processing, spreadsheet, and database computer skills on an integrated software package. 
THIS COURSE MAY NOT BE TAKEN IN CONJUNCTION WITH OR SUBSTITUTE BUSINESS AND 
COMPUTER TECH. I.  

6140  Visual Basic 
Programming A 
– Write down 
for S1 

Prerequisite: Knowledge of the keyboard and Algebra I Credit: ½ Grade: 9-10-11-12 This 
course is an introduction to Visual Basic programming. We will use problem solving 
techniques to create programs. This course is offered on a four year rotation with the 
other programming courses. Please see a counselor to see which programming course is 
currently available. 

6141  Visual Basic 
Programming B 
– Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: Knowledge of the keyboard and Algebra I Credit: ½ Grade: 9-10-11-12 This 
course is an introduction to Visual Basic programming. We will use problem solving 
techniques to create programs. This course is offered on a four year rotation with the 
other programming courses. Please see a counselor to see which programming course is 
currently available. 

6162  Business Comm 
& Mgmt I A  
- Write down 
for S1  

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Business Communications 
courses help students to develop an understanding and appreciation for effective 
communication in business situations and environments. Emphasis is placed on all phases 
of communication: speaking, listening, thinking, responding, reading, writing, 
communicating non-verbally, and utilizing technology for communication. Business 
communication functions, processes, and applications in the context of business may be 
practiced through problem-based projects and real-world applications.  

6163  Business Comm 
& Mgmt I B   
– Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Understand roles within teams, 
work units, departments, organizations, inter-organizational systems, and the larger 
environment. Identify how key organizational systems affect organizational performance 
and the quality of products and services. Understand global context of industries and 
careers. Understand the importance of health, safety, and environmental management 
systems in organizations and their importance to organizational performance and 
regulatory compliance.  

 
Family and Consumer Science 

6001  Career & life 
Planning  

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Fee: No Grade: 9 Students will use aptitude tests and 
interest inventories to identify careers for which they may be suited. The students will 
research all aspects of these careers using a variety of sources. Students will also research 
careers the instructor has identified as promising for future employment opportunities.  

6426  Culinary & 
Baking 
Essentials A   
- Write down 
for S1 

Prerequisite: None. Credit: 1/2. Grades: 9-12. Fee: Yes. Students will integrate knowledge, 
skills and practices required for careers in food production and services. Students will 
demonstrate food safety and sanitation procedures; apply industry standards in selection, 
using and maintaining food production areas and equipment; apply measuring techniques 
and follow a recipe; examine the principles of food production mgmt. and service 
methods; and demonstrate common food production skills. Students will apply principles 
of nutrition to food preparation.  



6427  Culinary & 
Baking 
Essentials B   
– Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: Culinary Essentials A. Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes. Course Fees 
need to be paid prior to the student being able to participate in cooking labs. This 
semester is a technical level course in the Culinary Arts strand of the Restaurant & Event 
Management pathway and focuses on instruction and skill development related to bakery 
items. Topics include study of grain production, nutritional values and product 
performance as well as the application to grain products. Study of food allegories and 
properties of ingredients. Baking experiences include yeast breads, quick breads, cakes 
(and cake decoration) and other baked desserts and product outcomes using various flours 
and storage methods. Student Leadership (FCCLA) will be an integral part of the course. 

6436 Human Growth 
& 
Development A 
- Write down 
for S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: . Grade: 9, 10, 11, and 12 Fee: None. Human Growth and 
Development A provide students with knowledge about the physical, mental, emotional, 
and social growth and development of humans from conception to old age, with a special 
emphasis on birth through school age. Course content will provide an overview of life 
stages, with a strong tie to prenatal and birth processes; fundamentals of children’s 
emotional and physical development; and the appropriate care of children.  

6437 Human Growth 
& 
Development B 
- Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: . Grade: 9, 10, 11, and 12 Fee: None. Human Growth and 
Development B provide students with knowledge about the physical, mental, emotional, 
and social growth and development of humans from conception to old age and 
information on the occupations associated with meeting the needs of people. In addition, 
this course helps students discover how individuals respond to the various stages of the 
life span, with a strong tie to teen years, adulthood and later years.  

6460  Essentials of 
Interior & 
Textile Design 
– Write down 
for S1  

Prerequisite: NONE Fee: $15.00/Year Grade Level: 9-12 One Semester- .5 Credit Essentials 
of Interior and Textile Design is a technical level course in the Interior & Textile strand of 
the Visual Arts pathway. It introduces students to and expands upon the various aspects of 
industry, conveying the commercial application of principles and elements of design, 
production processes, and maintenance techniques to meet the design needs of humans. 
This course will also provide a discussion and exploration of career opportunities in 
interior, textiles, and set/exhibit design. This course introduces students to basic sewing 
and pressing equipment, textiles, and introductory level project construction techniques. 
This course introduces students intermediate techniques associated with sewing, surging, 
and pressing equipment and reviews the types of fabric construction. Students will be able 
to make an intermediate level project using correct construction techniques. Fee covers 
some project supplies. Additional costs depend upon projects selected.  
 

6461  Interior & 
Textile 
Merchandising  
– Write down 
for S2 

Prerequisite: Essentials of Interior & Textile Design with a C or higher Credit: 1/2 Grade 9-
10-11-12 Fee: $15 Interior & Textile Merchandising centers upon the merchandising of 
interior and textile products in a variety of settings. Topics include exploring cycles, trends 
and style as well as the techniques in coordination, promotion, display and sales of interior 
and textile items. Students build on the skills learned in fabric construction and create 
projects displaying knowledge of line and design.  
Experience with additional techniques such as collars and sleeves are included in the 
progression of projects selected by the student. Leadership development including 
presentation techniques is integrated. Opportunities for the use of current technology are 
available. Fee covers some project supplies. Additional costs depend upon projects 
selected.  

 
 
 
Fine Arts 

7000  Intro. to Art  – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Introduction to artistic modes of 
problem solving as it relates to specific challenges based on the application of visual design 
elements and principles. This course may be taken as a semester or year-long course.  



7001  Intro. to Art  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Introduction to artistic modes of 
problem solving as it relates to specific challenges based on the application of visual design 
elements and principles. This course may be taken as a semester or year-long course.  

7800  Band A  – Write 
down for S1 

Prerequisite: Middle School Band and Instructor Consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 
Fee: Yes Band performances include parades, half-time shows, contests, and concerts, 
working toward a Christmas concert, and pep band activities at sports events. The latter 
part of the band course is devoted to rehearsing and performing major wind ensemble 
literature and other works. Band members will devote some evenings and Saturdays to 
rehearsal, travel, or performances. A uniform maintenance fee is required. Members will 
be required to attend home football games and 4-5 pep bands are required.  

7801  Band B  – Write 
down for S2 

Prerequisite: Middle School Band and Teacher Consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: 
Yes Band performances include parades, half-time shows, contests, and concerts, working 
toward a Christmas concert, and pep band activities at sports events. The latter part of the 
band course is devoted to rehearsing and performing major wind ensemble literature and 
other works. Band members will devote some evenings and Saturdays to rehearsal, travel, 
or performances. A uniform maintenance fee is required. Members will be required to 
attend home football games and 4-5 pep bands are required.  
 

7802  Jazz Band A  – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: Band Director's consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: No A performing 
jazz ensemble at an advanced level. Members will devote time beyond regular school 
hours to performances, which may include concerts, festivals, and contests. Members will 
be required to perform at 1-2 home basketball games.  

7803  Jazz Band B  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: Band Director's consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: No A performing 
jazz ensemble at an advanced level. Members will devote time beyond regular school 
hours to performances, which may include concerts, festivals, and contests. Members will 
be required to perform at 1-2 home basketball games.  

7810  General Music  Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2: Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: No This course if for students whom 
would like to gain a greater understanding of music in an overall sense. You will listen, 
watch, and experience music happening while learning the origins of music and how it has 
progressed through history. Students will engage in many activities in which to grasp a 
better understanding of music in our world today.  

7820  Turner Chorale 
A – Write down 
for S1  

Prerequisite: Audition and Teacher Consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Turner 
Chorale is a mixed, auditioned choir. Students will reinforce and build upon proper 
vocal/breathing practices, posture, and tone production while preparing numerous styles 
of choral music. Students must be able to match pitch, sing a vocal part alone and with 
others, and lastly exhibit tonal recall. Turner Chorale members are required to perform in 
the fall, winter, and spring concerts. Students will also be required to compete in large 
group contests in the spring which entails being academically eligible. Grading is based 
upon daily participation, vocal and written tests, and concert/performance attendance. 
This ensemble will contain no less than 24 singers with the voice parts of soprano, alto, 
tenor, and bass.  

7821  Turner Chorale 
B – Write down 
for S2  

Prerequisite: Audition and Teacher Consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Turner 
Chorale is a mixed, auditioned choir. Students will reinforce and build upon proper 
vocal/breathing practices, posture, and tone production while preparing numerous styles 
of choral music. Students must be able to match pitch, sing a vocal part alone and with 
others, and lastly exhibit tonal recall. Turner Chorale members are required to perform in 
the fall, winter, and spring concerts. Students will also be required to compete in large 
group contests in the spring which entails being academically eligible. Grading is based 
upon daily participation, vocal and written tests, and concert/performance attendance. 
This ensemble will contain no less than 24 singers with the voice parts of soprano, alto, 
tenor, and bass.  

7826  Bel Canto A  – 
Write down for 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grades: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Bel Canto is a non-auditioned 
female choir. Students will focus on sustaining correct posture, vowel placement, proper 



S1 breathing technique, and other basic elements of a choral ensemble while preparing a 
variety of choral literature. Bel Canto members are required to perform in the fall, winter, 
and spring concerts. Students will also be required to compete in large group contests in 
the spring which entails being academically eligible. Grading is based upon daily 
participation, vocal and written tests, and concert/performance attendance.  

7827  Bel Canto B  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grades: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes Bel Canto is a non-auditioned 
female choir. Students will focus on sustaining correct posture, vowel placement, proper 
breathing technique, and other basic elements of a choral ensemble while preparing a 
variety of choral literature. Bel Canto members are required to perform in the fall, winter, 
and spring concerts. Students will also be required to compete in large group contests in 
the spring which entails being academically eligible. Grading is based upon daily 
participation, vocal and written tests, and concert/performance attendance.  

7900  Drama A  – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grades: 9-12 Fee: Yes This course is an introductory course 
designed to give students a brief overview of many aspects in the theatre world. Topics to 
be discussed are: theatre safety, audition monologues, theatre history, body awareness, 
movement, stage direction, pantomime, and improvisational acting. Students are required 
to audition for a THS main stage production, perform in class, and attend and write a 
review of a THS main stage production.  

7901  Drama B  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: A grade of B or better in Drama I Credit: 1/2 Grades: 9-12 Fee: Yes This course 
is designed for students to continue building on topics explored in Drama I. Topics to be 
discussed are: theatre history, play analysis, acting methods, audition monologues, duet 
acting, and reader’s theatre. Students will work on these aspects through participation in 
acting projects, peer critique, reading and viewing classic plays/musicals, and evaluation of 
personal performances. Students are required to audition for a THS main stage production, 
perform in class, and attend and write a review of a THS main stage production.  

 
Physical Education 

8010  General 
Physical 
Education 
Female  

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes The class will cover a wide array 
of team and individual sports and possibly swimming. It will also use various conditioning 
exercises and warm-ups to maintain physical fitness. Dressing out is required.  

8012  General 
Physical 
Education Male  

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes The class will cover a wide array 
of team and individual sports and possibly swimming. It will also use various conditioning 
exercises and warm-ups to maintain physical fitness. Dressing out is required.  

8030  Coed Weights 
and Fitness   – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes This class is designed for 
students interested in their physical fitness. Activities will include weight training using free 
weights and weight machines as well as other training activities.  

8031  Coed Weights 
and Fitness  – 
Write down for  
S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 10-11-12 Fee: Yes This class is designed for students 
interested in their physical fitness. Activities will include weight training using free weights 
and weight machines as well as other training activities.  

8050  Swimming I  Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes This course is designed to teach 
students the skills necessary to swim 5 basic strokes: front crawl, back crawl, elementary 
backstroke, breaststroke, and sidestroke. By the end of the semester students should be 
able to swim continuously for 500 yards. Students do not need to have any swimming 
ability to enroll in this course. All students must provide their own swimsuit. Swimsuit 
regulations will be given the first day of class.  

8060  Health and 
Safety/First Aid  

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: No This course is required for 
graduation. Areas of emphasis include emotional wellness, intellectual wellness, first aid, 
CPR training, human sexuality (AIDS education), drug use and abuse, and personal hygiene.  

8070  General Fitness  Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: Yes This class will include learning 



basic skills and rules of a variety of team sports. Practicing skills and team competition will 
be included. Sports may include softball, volleyball, basketball, floor hockey, 
indoor/outdoor soccer, flag football, and team handball.  

 
Foreign Language 

8500  French I A  – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: None Basic introduction to French. 
Through the study of French culture, students will develop skills in speaking, reading, and 
writing basic French. Oral communication skills will be enhanced through simulations.  

8501  French I B  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: None Basic introduction to French. 
Through the study of French culture, students will develop skills in speaking, reading, and 
writing basic French. Oral communication skills will be enhanced through simulations.  

8520  Spanish I A  – 
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: None Basic introduction to Spanish. 
Through oral communication, the student develops the ability to read and write what 
he/she hears. Important cultural differences are noted.  

8521  Spanish I B  – 
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: None Credit: 1/2 Grade: 9-10-11-12 Fee: None Basic introduction to Spanish. 
Through oral communication, the student develops the ability to read and write what 
he/she hears. Important cultural differences are noted.  

8522 Spanish II A –  
Write down for 
S1 

Prerequisite: Spanish I or consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 10-11-12 Fee: None Continuation of 
Spanish I with emphasis still on oral approach. Intensified study of grammar along with 
selected readings and some writing. Introduction to Spanish culture.  

8523 Spanish II B –  
Write down for 
S2 

Prerequisite: Spanish I or consent Credit: 1/2 Grade: 10-11-12 Fee: None Continuation of 
Spanish I with emphasis still on oral approach. Intensified study of grammar along with 
selected readings and some writing. Introduction to Spanish culture.  

 
 
 


